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Origins and Destinations: Movers to and from Upstate New York

By Jan Vink and Robin Blakely-Armitage, Comell University

When people leave Upstate New York, where do they move to? And where do new migrants to the Upstate region come from? The
figures below provide the top five answers to those questions. Upstate receives a significant number of in-migrants from the downstate
New York region, Florida, and countries in Asia. A significant number of movers out of Upstate head to Florida, downstate New York,
and Pennsylvania, among other locations. The origins and destinations also vary by age of mover.

Top 5 origins of people moving to Upstate New York, by age group

Age Age Age Age Age Age
1to 17 18 to 19 20to 24 25to 44 45 to 64 65+
#1 Origin Downstate Downstate Downstate Downstate Downstate FL
8! 7,615 (25.6%) 10,777 (37.5%) 8,968 (26.8%) 16,200 (27.3%) 6,794 (31.0%) 1,939 (23.7%)
#2 Origin FL NJ Asia Asia FL Downstate
2,678 (9.0%) 2,425 (8.4%) 5,252 (15.7%) 6,517 (11.0%) 1,986 (9.1%) 1,785 (21.8%)
#3 Origin Asia MA PA FL Asia Asia
2,330 (7.8%) 1,643 (5.7%) 2,203 (6.6%) 4,230 (7.1%) 1,664 (7.6%) 725 (8.9%)
#4 Origin PA PA NJ PA PA )
1,873 (6.3%) 1,581 (5.5%) 1,689 (5.0%) 3,353 (5.6%) 1,238 (5.6%) 484 (5.9%)
#5 Origin NC CA FL NJ NC PA
1,348 (4.5%) 1,168 (4.1%) 1,581 (4.7%) 2,700 (4.5%) 1,041 (4.7%) 420 (5.1%)

Top 5 destinations of people moving out of Upstate New York, by age group

Age Age Age Age Age Age
1to17 18to 19 20to 24 25to 44 45 to 64 65+
#1 Destination FL PA Downstate Downstate FL FL
3,522 (10.6%) 2,818 (14.7%) 6,515 (16.7%) 8,975 (13.2%) 6,471 (21.1%) 4,711 (30.8%)
#2 Destination NC Downstate PA FL Downstate Downstate
3,300 (9.9%) 1,818 (9.5%) 2,861 (7.3%) 5,971 (8.8%) 3,537 (11.6%) 1,584 (10.4%)
#3 Destination PA MA VA PA NC NC
2,788 (8.4%) 1,486 (7.7%) 2,395 (6.1%) 5,255 (7.7%) 2,449 (8.0%) 1,537 (10.0%)
I Downstate FL FL \[o PA PA
#4 Destination [ ympse 1,337 (7.0%) 2,353 (6.0%) 4,553 (6.7%) 2,118 (6.9%) 870 (5.7%)
#5 Destination GA VA MA CA GA VA
1,913 (5.8%) 1,120 (5.8%) 2,148 (5.5%) 3,637 (5.3%) 1,370 (4.5%) 634 (4.1%)

Source: County-to-County Migration Flows: 2006-2010 ACS http://www.census.gov/hhes/migration/data/acs/county_to_county_mig_2006_to_2010.html. Please note that persons moving to Upstate NY from Asia include military personnel return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan. People moving abroad are no longer eligible to receive an ACS questionnaire and are not counted among the out-migrants in this data source. For this analysis Upstate New York is defined as all counties north of Rockland
and Westchester County. Downstate is defined as Rockland and Westchester County, the 5 boroughs in New York City and the two counties on Long Island.

Additional Resources:

Cornell Program on Applied Demographics (PAD): For a full table which provides the origins and destinations of movers to and

from both the upstate and downstate regions, please visit:
http://pad.human.cornell.edu/NYMinutes/NYMinute56stats.cfm

“Upstate’s Recent Arrivals”, University of Buffalo, Regional Institute, January 2008.
http://www.regional-institute.buffalo.edu/Includes/UserDownloads/RecentArrivals_1_08.pdf

“Empire State Exodus: The Mass Migration of New Yorkers to Other States”. Empire Center for NYS Policy, October 2009.
http://www.empirecenter.org/pb/2009/10/empirestateexodus102709.cfm

The New York Minute is a publication of Cornell University’s Community & Regional Development Institute (CaRDI), produced in collaboration
with the Program on Applied Demographics (PAD). These publications are free for public reproduction with proper accreditation.

For more information on CaRDI, our program areas, and past publications, please visit: www.cardi.cormell.edu.

For more information on PAD, please visit: pad.human.comell.edu.
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