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New York’s Diverse Latino Population
By Jan Vink and Robin M. Blakely-Armitage, Cornell University

Hispanics or Latinos are not only the largest minority group in the United States (16% in the 2010 Census), but also in New York State
(NYS)(17.6% in 2010). While almost 28% of the country’s Hispanics reside in California, NYS ranks 4th among the 50 states with 6.8%.
In the last decade, the number of Hispanics in NYS increased by more than 19%. The figure below compares the six largest Hispanic
groups in NYS on a number of socio-demographic indicators, revealing that Latinos are a much more diverse and varied ethnic group
than many may realize. Each “axis” of the graph has an independent range of values.
Puerto Ricans are by far the largest
Hispanic group in NYS (31%),
although they constitute 53% of
the hispanic population living in
Upstate NY.

Dominicans and Puerto Ricans have the lowest
median household incomes (about $32,000),
while Salvadorians and Colombians have the
highest (about $52,000).

Mexicans have the lowest
unemployment rate (about
7%) while Puerto Rican and
Dominicans have the highest
(about 12%).

Colombians have the oldest median
age (37) among these hispanic groups,
while Mexican have the youngest (26).

Salvadorians and Mexicans have the
largest family size (about 4.5 persons),
while Puerto Rican’s have the smallest
families (about 3.3 persons).

Ecuadorians are the least likely of these six hispanic
groups to be native born (31%). Puerto Rico is a U.S.
territory and therefore all persons born in Puerto Rico
are considered “native born” and U.S. citizens.

Puerto Ricans are the most likely to
speak English very well (81%), while
Mexicans , Salvadorians, and Ecuadorians
are the least likely (39-41%).

Data Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006–2010 American Community Survey Selected Population Tables (Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability) and Census 2010 Summary File 2 100% Data.

Additional Data & Resources

Cornell Program on Applied Demographics (PAD)
http://pad.human.cornell.edu/
Age/Sex/Race in NYS – Based on Census 2010 Summary File 1
http://pad.human.cornell.edu/papers/index.cfm
September 15-October 15 is National Hispanic Heritage Month
http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/

U.S. Census Bureau:
http://www.census.gov
http://www.census.gov/population/hispanic/
Pew Research Center – Pew Hispanic Center:
http://www.pewhispanic.org/data-and-resources/
Cornell Farmworker Program
http://www.farmworkers.cornell.edu
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