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One of the reasons people attend college is to attain higher earnings 
and occupational status after graduating.  While some evidence 
points to patterns of occupational underemployment among recent 
college graduates since the Great Recession of 20081, data for New 
York State suggests a significant difference in occupational outcomes 
for people under 30 years of age with at least one year of college 
compared to those with less than one year of college. For example, 
9% of young adults with at least one year of college are employed 
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in managerial occupations compared to only 2% with less than a 
year of college. Conversely, 23% of young adults with less than one 
year of college were unemployed or had never worked, compared 
to only 5% of those with at least one year of college. A third or more 
of all entry-level occupations typically require some type of post-
secondary education2. At the national level, the most rapid growth 
rates over the next several years are projected for occupations 
requiring a Master’s degree or higher3. 

Occupations for New Yorkers with at least 1 year of college & with less than 
1 year of college, age ≤ 30, participating in the labor market, 2016


